
 
 
                                                                           
                                                                                                    

                      G.R.E.A.T. NEWS Volume 11, August,  2007 

(Brought to you by the Golden Retriever Emergency Assistance Team!) 

 
AROUND THE RESCUE…..GOLDENFEST 2007 was a huge success and 
as usual, we had a ball!  A big thank you goes out to everyone who attended, donated items for our 
Silent Auction, assisted with logistics, etc.    The staff at VCA Briarcliff Animal Hospital attended and 
Dr. Williams gave an informative talk.  Bob Hammesfahr, Animal Behaviorist, judged our contests.   
Fresh Prints Pet Lodge helped us with nail and ear cleanings.  Reverend Veltman conducted his annual 
Blessing of the Goldens.  Over 100 dogs attended and were treated to a beautiful sunny day at 
Dogwood Park!   
 
Wow, it’s been a busy year in the rescue and we want to say a sincere thank you to those of you who 
help us throughout the year by being a “ foster family”  when needed.    You know who you are and 
quite simply, we couldn’t rescue Golden Retrievers without you.   It’s been more hectic than usual 
during the past few months in that we actually had litters of golden mix puppies for the first time (not 
one litter, but two)!    We’ve rescued a total of 64 dogs already this year and it’s only August.  To give 
you an idea of what that has meant as far as growth, a total of 71 dogs were adopted last year.   
 
THE TENNIS BALL BONANZA fundraiser will be held on Saturday, October 20th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  
Stay tuned for further information...and please, reserve this date!   
 

We’re proud to announce the  first annual G.R.E.A.T. Rescue Calendar !   See the back of 
this newsletter on how to include your dog.  These calendars will be a fundraiser for the rescue and 
will be sold at $20 each.  They’ll  make G.R.E.A.T holiday gifts!    Don’t miss the fun….who knows, your 
dog could be “ a cover dog” !    
 
Looking for a volunteer opportunity?  We need you!  Please e-mail us at greatrescue@comcast.net.  
There are many opportunities for you to assist in saving the lives of Golden Retrievers in our area!    
 
Please support the businesses that support G.R.E.A.T. Rescue of NE Florida:  VCA Briarcliff Animal 
Hospital, Fresh Prints Pet Lodge and Day Resort, Greenbriar Animal Hospital, World Golf Village 
Animal Hospital. 

 
Hope you and your Golden Retriever(s) are staying cool! 
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 
Judi Brown, President 
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THE NOT-SO GREAT OUTDOORS! 

(From Dogage.com) 
 

 
 
Letting your dog romp around as you garden allows for quality bonding.  But beware: 

·  Insecticides, fertilizers, weed killers, and lawnmower gasoline can all be harmful if your pet laps up 
even a small amount.  

·  Chemical treatments used on grass should be dry before letting your dog walk on it.  Follow instructions 
on the product label.  If your pup licks the chemicals off his paws, he’ll soon have an upset tummy – or 
worse. 

·  Garden plants should not be nibbled.  Lily of the valley, azalea, yew, rhododendron, and kalanchoe can 
cause heart problems; rhubarb leaves and shamrocks may lead to kidney failure; and sago palms can 
damage the liver and cause death. 

          
 

Welcome Aboard to the following G.R.E.A.T. FOSTERS!  We’re really happy to have you! 

 
 Tracy Collier   Tressie Wilhem 
 Pam Ferreira   Adam and Kristin Smith 
 Mary and Joe Garcia  Jennifer Washburne 
 Krystal and Frank Hall Debbie & Don Westerfield 
 Gail Howalt   Fresh Prints Pet Lodge 
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                                    PET POETRY:  A DOG HAIKU – Author Unknown 
 

 
I  love my master;      How do I love thee? 
Thus I perfume myself with     The ways are numberless as  
This long-rotten squirrel.     my hairs on the rug. 
 
I lie belly-up      My human is home! 
In the sunshine, happier than    I am so ecstatic I have 
You ever will be.      made a puddle. 
 
Today I sniffed      I hate my choke chain. 
Many dog rear ends, I celebrate    Look world, they strangle me! 
By kissing your face.     Ack Ack Ack Ack Ack Ack! 
 
I sound the alarm!     Sleeping here, my chin 
Paperboy-come to kill us all-    on your foot, no greater bliss - well 
Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!   Look!    maybe catching rats. 
 
I sound the alarm!     Look in my eyes and  
Mailman Fiend-come to kill us all-    deny it!  No human could 
Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!    love you as much as I do. 

  
I sound the alarm!     The cat is not all  
Meter reader-come to kill us all-    bad; she fills the litter box  
Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!    with Tootsie Rolls. 
 
I sound the alarm!     Dig under fence – why? 
Garbage man-come to kill us all-    Because it’s there, because it’s there, 
Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!    because it’s there. 
 
I sound the alarm!     I am your best friend, 
Neighbor©s cat-come to kill us all!    Now, always, and especially 
Look!   Look!  Look!  Look!  Look!    when you are eating. 
 
I lift my leg and 
whiz on each bush.  Hello, Spot- 
Sniff this and weep. 

                                                         CALENDAR OF EVENTS         

09/15/07 -   Meet and Greet Awareness Event, Max’s Pet Emporium, Fruit Cove,      Noon – 4:00 
p.m. 

09/30/07 Photo entries for 2008 G.R.E.A.T. Rescue Calendar due 

10/20/07 –  Second Annual Tennis Ball Bonanza – 7:00 p.m., Scarborough House, Jacksonville 

02/23/08 –  Scottish Games and Festivals, Clay County Fairgrounds 

04/05/08 –  Fifth Annual GoldenFest 
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G.R.E.A.T RESCUE WELCOMES NEW FAMILY MEMBERS! 
 

                                                                        
 
Allison Dill adopted Lennon   Ellen Menendez adopted Madison 
Kim & Steve Steward adopted Cedar  Erica Hartsfield adopted Jasmine 
Robert Slaski adopted Tampa Tyler  Mary Schwartz adopted Lindsey 
Mary Cauley adopted Brody   Lynn Ellis adopted Sandy 
Michele McAuliffe adopted Summer  Danielle and Mark Kunert adopted Reese 
Kim and Fred Tank adopted Kelsey  Andrea Carlson adopted Mallory 
Jim Sager adopted Ashton   Lisa Sager adopted Tanner 
Jackie and Jim Sager adopted Cocoa  Kristine and Kevin Meyer adopted Denver 
Jeannette Skroropowski adopted Harley Deborah Soldo adopted Casey 
Kristen and Ian Harms adopted Nikki  Joyce and Ron Johnson adopted Nugget 
Rev. Ann Goldbold adopted Agnes  Carol Schwob adopted Amber and Arthur 
Marilyn Staub adopted Lucy   Jared Sax adopted Pete 
Josh Kane adopted Lance   Sarah and Brett Goldbert adopted Olivia 
Caron Parker adopted Luna   Barbara Hunter adopted Gwen 
Geralyn Decker adopted Ryder   Janet Russac adopted Lindsey 
Dreama Clifford adopted Boomer  Kalyn & Richard Brandewie adopted Oakley 
Rebecca Sparks adopted Max   Wendy Landkrohn adopted Emmie 
Jeanne Geary adopted Trevor   Ruth and John Whitner adopted Bear 
Lori Ziegler adopted Bailey   Yvonne and Jeff Darnall adopted Luci 
 
 

A Message from The Wilhelm Family 
 
We lost Barkley last September. We did not know the devastation and deep pain we would endure, even 
though we knew we would lose him someday. We were NOT going to replace him - until we realized Sunny, 
our other dog, was doing even worse than we were - going bald, slowly dying in front of our eyes. It lasted 2 
months, until we contacted G.R.E.A.T. Rescue, not really believing we could love any other thing as much as 
Barkley. And we didn©t. What we (and Sunny) learned was that you CAN learn to love another for just who he 
is, not who he is replacing. The other can©t be replaced, but it©s amazing how much love you still have to give. 
Even Sunny, who quit dying, grew his hair back, and grumpily accepted the "new kid". 
 
Chance has been even better for us than we©ve been for him, and I like to think he is secure now. He©s done so  
much changing just in 6 months, from thinking he has to be "perfect" or we©ll get rid of him, to becoming the 
loving, protective, fun family member who loves the grandchildren and never has "puppy" moments with THEM  
(jumping on them ,etc.) since he seems to know they are too small for that. 
 
Fostering Chance gave us the opportunity to find the “right fit” for our family.  We hope “fostering” is something 
others will consider.   
 
 

G.R.E.A.T Rescue of NE Florida, Inc. is a 501 ( c)3 not-for-profit organization.  Please address any 
communications to greatrescue@comcast.net or Post Office Box 600878, Jacksonville, FL 32260-
0878 or by telephone at  (904) 501-6899. 
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When I am Old… 
 

When I am Old…. 
 

I shall wear Turquoise and soft gray sweatshirts, 
And a bandana over my silver hair, 

And I shall spend my Social Security Checks on 
Sweet Wine and My Dogs… 

And sit in my house on my well-worn chair, 
And listen to my dog’s breathing. 

 
I will sneak out in the middle of a warm Summer night, 
And take my dogs for a run, if my old bones will allow, 

And when people come to call, 
I will smile and nod as I show them my dogs, 

And talk of them and about them. 
The Ones so Beloved of the Past, 

And the Ones so Beloved of Today. 
 

I still will work hard cleaning after them, 
And mopping and feeding them, 

And whispering their names in a soft, loving way. 
I will wear the gleaming sweat on my throat, like a jewel, 

And I will be an embarrassment to all… 
And my family…. 

Who have not yet found the peace 
In being free to have dogs as your Best Friends…. 

 
These friends who always wait, at any hour, for your footfall, 

And eagerly jump to their feet out of a sound sleep, 
To greet you as if you are a God. 

With warm eyes full of adoring love and hope that you will stay, 
And their big, strong necks… 

And kiss their dear sweet heads, 
And whisper to their very special company. 

 
I look in the Mirror, 

And I see I am getting old. 
This is the kind of woman I am, 

And have always been. 
Loving dogs is easy, 
They are part of me, 

And accept me for who I am. 
My dogs appreciate my presence in their lives… 

When I am old this will be important to me… 
You will understand when you are old, 

And if you have dogs to love too. 
 

Author Unknown. 
 

WEBSITE OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE! 
 

Promote your business and save lives!   Our wonderful G.R.E.A.T. Rescue website logged over 17,000 hits during 
the past 12 months!!!  You provide the verbiage and camera ready logo and G.R.E.A.T. Rescue provides the 
viewers.  Let us know of your interest by emailing us at greatrescue@comcast.net and we will forward an 
information package to the address provided.  What could be easier?  Come on, lend your support to our rescue 
and earn your business some tremendous, heartwarming PR.  
 

  What a  Golden Opportunity!!! 
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The Golden Retriever Dictionary       

LEASH:  A strap which attaches to your collar, enabling you to lead your person where you 
want them to go. 

DOG BED:  A soft clean surface, such as the white bedspread in the guestroom or the newly 
upholstered couch in the living room. 

DROOL:  What you do when your persons have food and you don’t.  To do this properly, you 
must sit as close as you can and look sad and let the drool fall to the floor…or better yet, on 
their laps. 

SNIFF:  A social custom to use when you greet other dogs.   Place your nose as close as you 
can to the other dog’s rear end and inhale deeply, repeat several times, or until your person 
makes you stop. 

THUNDER:  This is a signal that the world is coming to an end.  Humans remain amazingly 
calm during thunderstorms, so it is necessary to warn them of the danger by trembling 
uncontrollably, panting, rolling your eyes wildly, and following at their heels. 

Author Unknown –( To Be Continued) 

                                                    Our Condolences to:          

Kathy Fegers who took and cared for Huxley during his final months.  Kathy did all that she could financially and 
with great love to save this wonderful senior boy, but after months of tremendous care, Huxley peacefully 
crossed the Rainbow Bridge. 

The Dominguez Family on the loss of gentle, sweet, and young Griffin who unexpectedly became seriously ill and 
crossed the Rainbow Bridge shortly thereafter. 

 

                                                  Special Thanks to our Contributors       

Bank of America  Eileen Bryne and Jessie Mr. & Mrs. Robert White and Delores 
James F. Sager & Roy  Barb and Bill Watson  Bridget Turner Jennings 
Pamela Porter   Lori Bailey   Michael Kohlbeck and Northrup Grumman  
Pauline Hughes   

Does your employer have a Matching Gifts or Employee Giving Program?  If so, please remember G.R.E.A.T. 
Rescue of NE Florida, Inc., when designating your contributions. 
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FIRST ANNUAL G.R.E.A.T RESCUE CALENDAR! 

 

 

Everyone needs a calendar….and what better way to help the rescue save more GOLDEN 
lives!   Our 2008 G.R.E.A.T Rescue Calendar is in the works and we know your best friend 
doesn’t want to be left out!   These will make awesome holiday gifts! 

Simply submit their photo, along with a $25 entry fee per photo to G.R.E.A.T. Rescue of NE 
Florida.   

·  Rescued Goldens or Goldens affiliated with G.R.E.A.T.  Rescue families may be 
submitted.  Photos should be of the dog(s) only (sorry, no family members) 

·  Memorial photos will be accepted 
·  Please note that we cannot accept any copyrighted photography 
·  We will appreciate your high resolution photos 
·  No photos will be returned 
·  Photos must be submitted by 09/30/07 
·  You will be contacted if your photo cannot be used.  We will make every effort to 

include all photos or obtain another photo.  If we cannot obtain another photo, your 
entry fee will be refunded 

·  Calendars will be sold for $20 with all proceeds benefiting G.R.E.A.T. Rescue of NE 
Florida 

·  Businesses may sponsor a page/month and advertising will be included.  Please 
contact us for additional information. 

Please include the dog’s name with your photo and your contact information. You may also 
include the date/year of adoption if you wish.  Please note one of the following categories 
when submitting your photo:  Puppy, In Memory Of…, Easter, Halloween, Christmas, General.  
You can also request a particular month, if desired. 

Photos may be submitted by e-mail  or “ snail mail”  as follows: 

kathyk.greatrescue@yahoo.com or G.R.E.AT. Rescue – Calendar, P.O. Box 600878,  
Jacksonville, FL 32260-0878. 
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P.O. BOX 600878 

Jacksonville, FL 32260-0878 


